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Welcome to the Cincinnati Wild Flower Preservation Society’s centennial! Thanks to all the great people who have made this possible through the past 100 years. We’ll work on putting that amazing list of names together. As an organization we’re fortunate to have continued excellent attendance at our events. The members make the Society an especially fun group, which I treasure.
I am an amateur naturalist and lover of all nature. I feel we’re so lucky to be surrounded by experts in all fields of the natural sciences. The Society has a strong history of having a great group of volunteers who offer their various talents and other support. They make our events successful, and I’m grateful to them. 

The Society’s officers were voted in during this year’s board meeting and are: Rob Repasky as Secretary, Randy Johnson as Treasurer, Bob Bergstein as Vice President, and myself as President. I want to especially thank Anita Buck for pulling together another great slate of speakers and for editing our newsletters, and to Bob Bergstein for printing and mailing them and never failing to keep the website up to date. I have special thanks for Randy Johnson, who fulfills the important duties of treasurer. Many thanks, too, to outgoing board member and Secretary Steve Slack. We’re happy to have Bill Edwards join the board.
Our field trip leaders for this year will be: Marjie Becus, Dan Boone, Diana Boyd, Anita Buck, Chrys Cook, Denis Conover, Jim Decker, Randy Johnson, Paul Knoop, Dave Kuehner, Martin McAllister, Tim Sisson, John Watts, and Wayne Wauligman. Thank you, trip leaders, and thanks also to those who help co-lead.
It’s an exciting time, as there are many groups across the Cincinnati area working on E. Lucy Braun and Braun sister projects. Some of the groups include the University of Cincinnati; Meg Hanrahan, who is working on a Lucy Braun documentary; Dr. Alice Jones of Eastern Kentucky University, who is working on a play; the Cincinnati Museum Center, and Dr. Valerie Pence, with her Lucy Braun Project at the Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden’s CREW. Please let me know if you have interesting stories, as these people would like to hear from you. I’m hoping there will be ad hoc events in connection with these projects; we will inform you of by email, through our Facebook group, and/or in future newsletters.

It’s sure to be a fun year of celebration. 
Hope to see you on the trail.
For the Society,

Christine Hadley, President 

General Notes

We welcome visitors and guests. If you’re not already a member, please consider joining the Society. Individual memberships are $12 and family memberships are $20. Not only would we love to add you to our membership, but these modest fees provide our operating budget for the year. Write the check to “Cincinnati Wild Flower Preservation Society” and mail to Randy Johnson, Treasurer, 947 Volterra Lane, Cincinnati, OH 45206. Thank you!
If you would like to receive e-mail reminders of events, write this on your membership form or email bergstein123@gmail.com.
Our Friday evening lectures are held at Avon Woods Nature Center (a Cincinnati city preserve), 4235 Paddock Road, Cincinnati 45229. From the Norwood Lateral (SR #562), drive 0.9 mile south on Paddock to the Avon Woods Park driveway, which is in the middle of the Avon Fields golf course. Turn sharp right onto the drive next to the park sign (on the west side of Paddock) and go to the lodge at the end of the long dark drive. If you’re coming the other way, the driveway is 0.4 mile north of Paddock’s intersection with Reading Road.

The December and March dinner programs will be held at Northern Hills Fellowship, 460 Fleming Road, Cincinnati 45231.

Please remember our motto: "Enjoy: Do Not Destroy." It is up to Society members to set the standard for the rest of the public: respecting all rules at the places we visit, staying on trails when required, and not collecting seeds or plants without permission or permits.

Events

Note: Events identified with ** are sponsored by or with other organizations. 

Remember that all event information is up to date and available on our website, www.cincywildflower.org, with map links to all events. We also have a Facebook page.
---------------- September 2016 -----------------

Friday, September 9, 7:30 pm: Members’ Photo Sharing Program, Avon Woods Nature Center

Please bring your photos (on thumb drive or CD) and slides to share with friends. We will have a digital projector and computer, tea, cookies, and coffee, too. Come early, at 6:30 pm, and bring a picnic dinner, if you like. Call Bob Bergstein at 513-477-4438 for computer information.

** Sunday, September 25, 11am: Great Outdoor Weekend: Exploring Life in Howard Creek, UC Center for Field Studies in Miami Whitewater Forest, Hamilton County, Ohio

This is our Society's event in the region wide Great Outdoor Weekend. To see other free events go to http://meetmeoutdoors.org/greatoutdoorweekend/. 

Remember the fun of exploring creeks when you were a kid. It is still fun at any age. We will start our walk at the UC Center for Field Studies (in Miami Whitewater Forest) with our guides, Herpetologist-Birder, Wayne Wauligman and Botanist, Denis Conover. We will then walk a mile up the creek bed of Howard Creek, looking at wildflowers, catching (and releasing) frogs, tadpoles, snakes, fish, butterflies, etc. You will get a good look at whatever we see and our guides will answer your questions about them. We will listen and watch for birds. Last time we saw two bald eagles high in the sky.

Howard Creek is surrounded by woods and not on the trail maps. You will feel like you're exploring the Amazon. Some years the creek is mostly dry, but expect water and wear shoes that will get wet as we walk in the creek. Great for the whole family.

Directions: The address of the University Center for Field Studies is 11053 Oxford Road, Harrison OH, 45030. Driving time is about 30 minutes from Downtown Cincinnati. 

Take I-74 west from Cincinnati to exit 3 (Dry Fork Road). Turn right (north) at the bottom of the exit and drive 2.3 miles. Take a slight right onto New Haven Road (at the stop sign) and drive 0.8 miles. Turn left onto Oxford Road and drive 0.7 miles. Turn left into our meeting place, UC Center for Field Studies.
----------------- October 2016 -----------------

Friday, October 14, 7:30 pm: Lecture Program, Avon Woods Nature Center

Mount Airy Forest and Cincinnati Parks, Rooted in History                

Larry Parker, Cincinnati Parks
Mount Airy Forest, Cincinnati’s largest park, was planned, planted and constructed in the mid 1930s. Larry Parker, longtime Parks operations manager, will discuss Mount Airy and the Cincinnati parks in the context of the national Great Parks movement that so influenced park layout and architecture. The work at Mount Airy was extensively documented, and among other photos we will see before-and-after shots of bare, eroded hillsides (many played-out small dairy farms were purchased and incorporated into Mount Airy) and of the early plantings. 
Saturday, October 22, 10 am: Buzzardroost Rock, Adams County, Ohio
Join us on our fall color hike, which will be led by Dave Kuehner. One highlight of the 4.4-mile round trip to Buzzardroost Rock is what is perhaps the finest panoramic view in the state. The dolomite promontory rises hundreds of feet above the Ohio Brush Creek valley and offers a spectacular scenic view, which should be enhanced by the fall color. The new trail to this National Natural Landmark has been open for about two years and provides less strenuous climbs than before. The trail passes through four different rock strata and at least four different plant communities.

Contact Christine Hadley at 513-850-9585 or christinehadley@earthlink.net if you have questions. 

Directions: From I-275, take exit 63 for State Route 32. Take SR 32 east for 41 miles. Turn right (south) on Ohio 247 at the McDonalds (south side of 32). Proceed 9.7 miles to West Union and turn left (east) on Ohio 125 (Main Street). Stay on Ohio 125 and drive for about 7 miles. Look for the entrance sign on the right side of Ohio 125 about a half-mile after passing the second Weaver Road sign (for the semi-circular Weaver Road). Turn right into the driveway and proceed to the parking area.
Saturday, October 29, 10 am: Halloween Walk/Drive, Spring Grove Cemetery, Hamilton County, Ohio

At this time of year when so many cultures commemorate their dead, we’ll combine a fall foliage trip with visits to some of the many notable naturalists and scientists buried in Spring Grove, including Daniel Drake, Worth Hamilton Weller, the Society’s own E. Lucy Braun, and others. Anita Buck, our tour leader, will welcome any botanical commentary members care to offer. Contact Christine Hadley at 513-850-9585 or email christinehadley@earthlink.net if you have questions. We’ll meet at the parking lot to hand out maps; we hope to do the walk entirely by foot, with carpool options for those with more limited mobility. 
Directions: From I-75, take the Mitchell Avenue exit (exit 6). Drive 0.2 miles west on Mitchell. Turn left onto Spring Grove Avenue and drive 0.5 miles (just past Winton Road) to the gate on your right. Turn right through the stone gate and immediately turn right, and park in that lot or along the road. Driving time from downtown Cincinnati is 10 minutes. The address for Spring Grove Cemetery is 4521 Spring Grove Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45232.
----------------- November 2016 -----------------
** Sunday, October 30 & Saturday, November 5, 9 am: Two BIG Give Back Days, Honeysuckle Blitz at Caesar Creek Gorge State Nature Preserve and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Gorge Tail Water Area, Warren County, Ohio
Join the Cincinnati Wild Flower Preservation Society, Cincinnati Wild Ones, state botanist Rick Gardner, state preserve manager Michelle Comer, the Division of Natural Areas and Preserves (DNAP), the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and supporters as we sponsor Ohio’s largest volunteer effort to help remove that invasive alien, bush honeysuckle, from the Caesar Creek Lake Spillway Tail Water area and the Caesar Creek Gorge State Nature Preserve.
Come help all your friends and kindred spirits continue the protection of this natural treasure. Caesar Creek Gorge State Nature Preserve was the third property acquired under the newly formed natural areas program in 1972. One of the preserve’s prime features is a gorge formed by glacial meltwaters cutting down through the bedrock. Steep walls formed, rising 180 feet above the river, with more than two miles of Caesar Creek flowing through the gorge. We will be working in the diverse habitat of this preserve area, which features heavily wooded hillsides above the gorge of beech, maple, hickory, oak and a luxuriant herbaceous-flora-covered floodplain. Rare plants occurring here include sweet Indian-plantain, large summer bluets, glade mallow, and Carolina willow. The Cincinnati Wild Ones have been working in these areas for nine years with a very positive impact to wildflower diversity.
This is going to be a terrific social, educational and work activity, with a great lunch provided afterwards. Organized hikes start at 1:30 pm and will be led by some of the state’s best botanists, naturalists, and geologists.
We’ll be working in organized areas of the gorge along the stream and wooded hillsides. These areas have been selected to enhance the visibility of natural features and improve the biological diversity.
There are two dates to choose from: Sunday, October 30th, and Saturday, November 5th.

Your RSVP would be greatly appreciated. Please indicate your date(s) of choice to help facilitate the planning process. Please contact Christine Hadley at 513-850-9585, or email christinehadley@earthlink.net, for more information, and to tell us where you would like to volunteer. Also inform us if you are representing a group.

Registration: 8:00–9:00 am

Honeysuckle removal: 9:00 am–noon

Lunch: noon–1:30 pm with camaraderie, presentations, and Q & A

Organized hikes: 1:30–3:00 pm  

Volunteers needed:

· Chainsaw & steel blade trimmer operators (must be pre-registered)

· Crew leaders for honeysuckle removal teams

· Honeysuckle cutters (loppers, non-power equipment)

· Cut stump treatment
· Registration: meet and greet volunteers

· Lunch: set up tables and chairs, minimal food prep

· Couriers: take teams to their worksites

· Botanists/knowledgeable volunteers: help cutters ID plants and mentor students
Bring your favorite tools: gloves, pruners, loppers, saws, trimmers and protective gear for power equipment. We will provide tools and safety equipment to volunteers new to honeysuckle removal. Stump treatment will be furnished.

There will be an area for organizations to set up table displays and literature.

Please invite your friends to join in the fun!

Directions: Meet at the Gorge parking lot off Clarksville Road. Take I-71 to Wilmington Road (exit 36). Head east on Wilmington Road. Take the first left onto Olive Branch Road (crossing over I-71). Take the first right onto Jeffrey Road. At the first stop sign, take Oregonia Road; jog right and then jog left onto Clarksville Road. Follow across the dam, turn left at the gorge sign, and drive to the parking lot. We’ll meet near the gorge shelter. (Note: if you’re looking at Google Maps, this area is called Caesar Creek Fishing Pier. DO NOT go to the state nature preserve area off of Corwin Road.) Look for signs directing you to the event.
Lunch will be at the Army Corps of Engineers Visitors Center, located at 4020 N Clarksville Road, Waynesville, OH 45068.

Friday, November 11, 7:30 pm: Lecture Program, Avon Woods Nature Center

The Periodical Cicadas of Ohio: New Discoveries and Upcoming Emergences                

Dr. Gene Kritsky, Department of Biology, Mount Saint Joseph University
The next cycle of periodical cicada emergences in southwest Ohio will begin in 2017. Gene Kritsky, a world authority on periodical cicadas, will present discoveries that have been made during the past 17 years, and discuss what we can expect over the next 10 years.
Saturday, November 19, 9 am: Give Back Day, Honeysuckle Removal, Hazelwood Botanical Preserve, Hamilton County, Ohio
Join us to help eradicate invasive bush honeysuckle in the preserve. Volunteers need to bring gloves, loppers, and other implements of destruction. Spray bottles with glyphosate will be furnished. Loaner loppers are available if needed. Dress appropriately for the weather. 

The Harris M. Benedict Nature Preserve, aka Hazelwood Botanical Preserve, owned by the University of Cincinnati Department of Biological Sciences, was designated a National Natural Landmark in 1977 by the Department of the Interior for the study of plants and animals in eastern deciduous forests. This preserve, unique for its location and diverse habitat, has a wonderful mature forest. Interestingly, Harris Benedict was chair of the UC Botany Department at the time of his death in 1928, when a streetcar struck his auto. Benedict was E. Lucy Braun’s doctoral advisor. Braun studied Hazelwood.

Many of the mature trees were destroyed by the lethal F4 tornado of April 9, 1999, drastically altering the landscape. Although our members have successfully removed honeysuckle here for 23 years, the honeysuckle experienced a great resurgence in the increased sunlight after the tornado opened the forest canopy.  

For more information, contact Christine Hadley at 513-850-9585 or email christinehadley@earthlink.net.

Directions: From I-71, take exit 15 (Pfeiffer Road). Drive east for 0.7 miles. Turn left (north) on Deerfield Road for 0.8 miles to the "T". Turn left (west) STILL on Deerfield Road for 0.1 miles. Meet at the Johnson Nature Preserve parking lot on the right. The address is 10840 Deerfield Road, Montgomery, OH 45242. Driving time from downtown Cincinnati is 20 minutes.
----------------- December 2016 -----------------

Sunday, December 4, 3:00 pm: Annual Hardy Souls’ Hike, Harris M. Benedict Nature Preserve aka Hazelwood Botanical Preserve, Hamilton County, Ohio (followed by the holiday potluck and program)

Marjie Becus will lead this year's Hardy Souls Hike to Hazelwood Botanical Preserve, designated a National Natural Landmark in 1977 by the Department of the Interior because of the early study of plants in an eastern deciduous forest (Segelken 1929).

Lucy Braun had visited the woods by 1916 and was instrumental in the University of Cincinnati Botany Department acquiring the property in the 1920s. She mentioned Hazelwood in Wildflower, one of the early newsletters of the CWFPS. Her PhD student, John Segelken, did his research here.

The Preserve has been renamed Benedict Nature Preserve. The 1999 tornado leveled a third of the mature forest, but the part studied by Segelken was not badly hit.   

We will be visiting the area that escaped the tornado, as well as some of the regrowth area. Our members have successfully removed honeysuckle here for 23 years, despite a great resurgence of honeysuckle after the tornado opened the forest canopy to more sunlight.  

Check out "The Rebirth of a Forest," about Johnson Nature Preserve, which is adjacent to Hazelwood Botanical Preserve at http://www.egovlink.com/public_documents300/montgomery/published_documents/Recreation/Johnson_Nature_Preserve_Rebirth.pdf to see the aftermath of the tornado compared to what the area is like today. Or go to http://www.enquirer.com/editions/2000/05/13/loc_seedlings_appearing.html for some botanical news.

Call Marjie at 513-683-2672 if you have questions.

Directions: From I-71, take exit 15 (Pfeiffer Road). Drive east for 0.7 miles. Turn left (north) on Deerfield Road for 0.8 miles to the "T". Turn left (west) STILL on Deerfield Road for 0.1 miles. Meet at the Johnson Nature Preserve parking lot on the right. The address is 10840 Deerfield Road, Montgomery, OH 45242. Driving time from downtown Cincinnati is 20 minutes.
After the hike, proceed to Northern Hills Fellowship for wine and appetizers at 5:15 pm and the holiday potluck dinner at 5:45 pm. Bring your favorite dish! If you’d like to be assigned a category —appetizer, entrée, etc.—call Jim Mason at 937-239-5692.

Sunday, December 4, 7:00 pm: Lecture, Northern Hills Fellowship

Sharpening the Edge: Planning the Future of the Edge of Appalachia Preserve                

Martin McAllister, Appalachian Forests Project Manager, The Nature Conservancy in Ohio
Martin McAllister will bring us up to date on the Edge preserves, including progress on the Sunshine Corridor linking the Edge of Appalachia and Shawnee State Forest. 
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