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We had a great volunteer effort at Travertine Fen State Nature Preserve, Greene County, on November 2nd! There were 134 AWESOME volunteers/workers who turned out on a wet, chilly day. Travertine Fen looks a little different now. We're hoping it responds well from the restoration work that was done. We had volunteers from Beaver Creek Wetlands Association, West Carrollton High School, the Faithful Five Oak Openings Stewardship Crew (TNC volunteers–Toledo), Hopewell Culture National Historical Park (Chillicothe), SW OCVN (Ohio Certified Volunteer Naturalists), Friends of the Little Miami State Park, Little Miami River Kleeners, Clinton County Open Lands, the Ohio Division of Natural Areas and Preserves, the Ohio Natural Areas & Preserves Association–ONAPA, Wilmington College, and the Cincinnati Wild Flower Preservation Society, along with all the people from Greene County Parks & Trails. Many, many thanks to everyone who supported us and came out to work in the cold and wet! I know the best people and I have great friends!!! THANK YOU!
We’ve been asked to host another silent auction at the March 2015 Ohio Botanical Symposium; the proceeds will support Ohio’s Division of Natural Areas and Preserves. Let me know if you’re willing to donate some of your great nature photos and/or artwork. 
As had been anticipated, Victor Soukup has moved to West Virginia to live with his son Mark and his family. Vic and Shirley Soukup first joined the Society in the 1950s. Vic served as Society President for many many years, led the Society on many great field trips, and continued attending meetings, including our most recent meeting, in December. Mark reports that Vic is enjoying time with family and friends and reading his botany books. You can write Vic, c/o Mark Soukup, 621 Rowan Road, Gap Mills, WV 24941. You can also call Vic at 304-772-5052, or email him via Mark’s address, 
furniturebymark@yahoo.com, and Mark will print it out.
Hope to see you on the trail. 

For the Society,

Christine Hadley, President 

General Notes

We welcome visitors and guests. If you’re not already a member, please consider joining the Society. Individual memberships are $12 and family memberships are $20. Not only would we love to have you belong, but these modest fees provide our operating budget for the year. Write the check to “Cincinnati Wild Flower Preservation Society” and mail to Randy Johnson, Treasurer, 947 Volterra Lane, Cincinnati, OH 45206. Thank you!
If you would like to receive e-mail reminders of events, write this on your membership form or email bergstein123@gmail.com.
Our Friday evening lectures are held at Avon Woods Nature Center (a Cincinnati city preserve), 4235 Paddock Road, Cincinnati 45229. From the Norwood Lateral (SR #562), drive 0.9 mile south on Paddock to the Avon Woods Park driveway, which is in the middle of the Avon Fields golf course. Turn sharp right onto the drive next to the park sign (on the west side of Paddock) and go to the lodge at the end of the long dark drive. If you’re coming the other way, the driveway is 0.4 mile north of Paddock’s intersection with Reading Road.

The March 13th annual meeting will be held at Northern Hills Fellowship, 460 Fleming Road, Cincinnati 45231.

Please remember our motto: "Enjoy: Do Not Destroy." It is up to Society members to set the standard for the rest of the public: respecting all rules at the places we visit, staying on trails when required, and not collecting seeds or plants without permission or permits.

Events

Note: Events identified with ** are sponsored by or with other organizations. Remember that all event information is up to date and available on our website, www.cincywildflower.org , with map links to all events. We also have a Facebook page.
---------------- January 2015 -----------------

Friday, January 9, 7:30 pm: Lecture Program, Avon Woods Nature Center

"Ohio’s Wild Orchids and Their Habitats"                

Andrew Lane Gibson
We have a surprising diversity of habitats in Ohio, and most of them support particular species of orchid. Andrew will discuss Ohio's orchids—their life histories, distribution, traits, etc.—in the context of their respective habitats.
Saturday, January 24, 10 am: Indoor Field Trip

Cincinnati History Library and Archives including Hauck Botanical Book Collection, Cincinnati Museum Center, Hamilton County, Ohio

Join us for a two-hour trip to one of Cincinnati’s hidden treasures.
Barbara Dawson, Curator of Printed Works, and Scott Gampfer, Director of History Collections and Library, will host a tour of the library facilities and history collections. Included will be an introduction to the library and a visit to the library stack areas to see examples of the amazing historical materials conserved and available for research. The group will also learn about the Cornelius J. Hauck Botanical Collection and see examples of this remarkable collection of books on botany, horticulture, and landscape architecture displayed for viewing. You can find an introductory webpage about the Hauck collection at http://library.cincymuseum.org/bot/intro.htm.
Space is limited so be sure to RSVP to Bob Bergstein at 513-477-4438 or bergstein123@gmail.com.  Our tour will start promptly at 10 am.
Directions: Cincinnati Museum Center (Union Terminal) is located at 1301 Western Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45203. You can follow the Museum signs from I-75. Our tour is free, but parking is not unless you are a Museum member. Once you are in the Museum, walk straight through the rotunda toward the Omnimax Theater. There is a staircase as you pass between (and below) the murals. Go down these stairs to the library.  
----------------- February 2015 -----------------

Friday, February 13, 7:30 pm: Lecture Program, Avon Woods Nature Center

"The Hidden World of Mosses and Lichens"                

Dr. Robert A. Klips, Department of Evolution, Ecology and Organismal Biology, Ohio State University at Marion

Mosses are primitive non-seed plants. Lichens are fungi that have incorporated colonies of single-celled algae in their upper layers, where they make food by photosynthesis. In Ohio alone, we have identified more than 400 moss species, and nearly 240 "macrolichens." Found in practically every habitat and often growing together, mosses and lichens are too frequently overlooked because of their small size. OSU botanist and close-up photography enthusiast Dr. Bob Klips will describe the biology of these intriguing organisms, emphasizing the techniques and features used to identify them, including portraits of the most common species in Ohio.

Dr. Klips will lead a CWFPS field trip to Caesar Creek State Park March 7, for which this program will be excellent preparation.
----------------- March 2015 -----------------
Saturday, March 7, 10 am: Mosses & Lichens at Caesar Creek State Park, Warren County, Ohio

Dr. Bob Klips will lead this walk in search of mosses and lichens. Many CWFPS members are interested in these organisms but we rarely have the opportunity to go out into the field with an expert in these groups, so this is certain to be one of the highlights of our program year. We are hoping for good weather. Contact Christine Hadley at 513-850-9585 or christinehadley@earthlink.net if you have questions and to let her know if you will be attending.  
Directions: Take I-71 to Wilmington Road (exit 36). Head east on Wilmington Road. Take the first left onto Olive Branch Road (crossing over I-71). Take the first right onto Jeffrey-Lincoln Road. At the first stop sign, take Oregonia Road; jog right and then jog left onto Clarksville Road. Follow across the dam, turn left at the gorge sign, and drive to the parking lot. We’ll meet near the gorge shelter.
Friday, March 13: Annual Meeting & Lecture, Northern Hills Fellowship, 460 Fleming Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45231

Come to any part or all of the annual meeting.
5:15 pm Appetizers and fellowship

5:45 pm Covered dish potluck dinner

7:00 pm Annual Meeting and Program

“Effects of Emerald Ash Borer-caused Tree Mortality on Forest Regeneration”

Brian M. Hoven, Biology Department, Miami University
Since 2003, when the Emerald Ash Borer was found in Ohio, millions of our native ash trees have died. Doctoral candidate Brian Hoven will discuss both the short-term and long-term consequences of this event.
**Friday, March 27, 8 am – 4 pm: Ohio Botanical Symposium, Columbus, Ohio

Cost $40, includes continental breakfast and lunch buffet. It’s a great way to hear updates on Ohio plant news. The keynote address is “The Extraordinary Biology of Some Ohio Ferns” by Dr. Robbin Moran, New York Botanical Garden. 

Registration info is at www.cmnh.org/discover/nature/Ohio-Botanical-Symposium. For more information, contact Rick Gardner at rick.gardner@dnr.state.oh.us or by phone at 614-265-6419.

Our Society is one of the sponsors of this event and we will host a silent auction to support DNAP.

Saturday, March 28, 10 am: Fort Hill State Memorial, Highland County, Ohio

Marjie Becus will lead this moderately difficult hike. Fort Hill is named for the hilltop enclosure presumed to have been constructed by the Hopewell Culture 2,000 years ago. Dr. E. Lucy Braun of the University of Cincinnati described it in her monograph “The Vegetation of Fort Hill.” This natural area includes 1,300 acres and preserves an estimated 800 vascular plant species. Visiting at this time of year will allow us to see the impressive large trees, snow trillium, and the scenic Baker’s Fork Gorge. The trail is more than four miles and is moderately difficult, in addition to its length, because of the numerous ups and downs and small stream crossings. It will probably be wet and icy in the hollows, so hiking boots and a pole are strongly recommended. This hike will take several hours, so bring lunch and plastic to sit on. Contact Marjie Becus at 513-683-2672 or marjieb1@gmail.com with questions and to let her know you are attending.
Directions: Take I-275 to exit 63 and turn east on OH 32. (Be aware that this intersection has been drastically changed.) Drive 50 miles into and through most of Adams County and turn left on OH 41. Drive 14.7 miles, crossing into Highland County, and turn left on Fort Hill Road. Go 0.8 miles and take the left fork to the parking lot at the end of the road. Allow 1 hour 45 minutes from downtown Cincinnati. Or, if you prefer to go through Hillsboro, from there take OH 124 15.5 miles and turn left onto OH 41, go 3 miles and turn left onto Fort Hill Road. Go 0.8 miles and take the left fork to the parking lot. There is a latrine near the parking lot.
----------------- April 2015 -----------------

Saturday, April 11, 10 am: Tower Park, Campbell County, Kentucky

Judy Komorowski will lead this hike. The trails of Tower Park are hillside trails in a riverside forest. There are lots of Yellow Buckeyes and a good view of the Ohio River below.

The trail section of the park has been and is currently going through an ecological restoration. Bush honeysuckle is being cut in almost all areas of the trails, which is good news. The forest is nice (especially with a lot of the honeysuckle cut). There are deep ravines that are sure to be excellent habitat for beautiful spring wildflowers.

The trails can be muddy and challenging in spots, with trees fallen across trails or roots and rocks jutting up from the worn path, so this is a moderate-to-difficult hike. 
There is a shelter with picnic tables, but no public restrooms (or port-o-lets) in sight. Hikers are expected to meet at 10:00 am. This is not a large area so we should finish by noon if you would like to bring your lunch. Contact Judy at 859-757-6094 or komorows8@aol.com if you have questions and to let her know whether you will be attending.  
Directions: Take I-471 South to Exit 3, Newport/Fort Thomas. Turn LEFT on North Grand Avenue into Fort Thomas. After 1.8 miles you will come to a three-way intersection; go straight (which means veering slightly right) onto Route 1120. Travel 0.3 miles and take a left onto Douglas Drive. Follow this into the park and go right onto Cochran Drive for 0.02 miles and park at the tennis court parking lot.
**Friday, April 17, 6–9 pm: Western Wildlife Corridor Wildflower Festival, College of Mount St. Joseph, Cincinnati, Ohio
A great family event! Buy locally grown native plants and enjoy the camaraderie of other conservation organizations. Check out www.westernwildlifecorridor.org for more details, or contact Rebecca at 859-512-1983 or rsisson654@zoomtown.com.

**April 17–19: The Arc’s Tenth Annual Wildflower Pilgrimage, Southern Ohio

A weekend of guided hikes to botanical hotspots in the Arc of Appalachia Preserves (Highlands Nature Sanctuary) and surrounding area (southern Ohio) at the peak of wildflower season. This is a major event; the natural areas are of extremely high quality and the hike leaders are experienced naturalists and botanists. Call 937-365-1935 or go to www.arcofappalachia.org/events/wildflower.html for more info.
**Saturday, April 25, All Day: Western Wildlife Corridor Annual Flower-a-thon, Delhi, Ohio

This fundraiser event, sponsored by Western Wildlife Corridor, is educational and fun for all. There is a choice of two start times and small groups led by experienced wildflower enthusiasts. Contact Tim Sisson at 513-922-2104 or tsisson@fuse.net for more info. Check out www.westernwildlifecorridor.org for details.
Sunday, April 26, 1 pm: Whipple State Nature Preserve, Adams County, Ohio

Marjie Becus and Dave Kuehner will co-lead this spring wildflower hike. We (CWFPS) visited a part of Whipple last August with Rick Gardner, but don’t assume you’ve seen it all. The public-access section of Whipple has profusions of celandine poppies, large flower trilliums, Virginia blue bells, miterwort and various other spring ephemerals. The leaders think you’ll be impressed with the colorful array. The loop trail is two miles and has some hills, but we’ll be moving slowly to take in all the flowers. Contact Marjie Becus 513-683-2672 or marjieb1@gmail.com if you have questions and to let her know you are attending.
Directions: Meet at Walmart in West Union to carpool to Whipple, as there is limited parking at the preserve. From Cincinnati, take I-275 to exit 63 for OH 32 East. (Be aware that this intersection has been drastically changed.) Travel 41 miles on OH 32. Turn right onto OH 247 South and travel for 9.7 miles. Turn right onto West Main Street (which is also OH 41 and OH 125) and travel for 0.1 miles.  Turn left onto South Manchester Street/OH 41 South and drive 1.1 miles to Walmart, located on the right, where we will meet in the parking lot to carpool. The Walmart address is 11217 OH 41, West Union, OH 45693.
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