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Happy 100th anniversary to the Cincinnati Wild Flower Preservation Society! 

We continue celebrating the founding of the Society by Dr. E. Lucy Braun and fellow botanists and ecologists. We have many events planned that are geared toward areas of interest to those who founded the Society. Did you know that Lucy Braun organized “The Wild Flower Preservation Society,” a national society with its headquarters in Washington D.C.? We, the Cincinnati chapter, were then founded as an affiliate chapter, one of several in various states and cities throughout the country.
I am sad to inform you that long-time life-member, Rosalin Wu Lowenhaupt, died on April 29. I know the Society and our members were very special to Rosalin. Rosalin’s daughter, Ky, shared with me the positive impact the Society had throughout their family’s lives.
I hope, wherever you are located, that you’ve been able to get outside and enjoy our native wildflowers. Our 1925 brochure reminds us that “The OBJECT of THE WILD FLOWER PRESERVATION SOCIETY is the CONSERVATION of NATIVE WILD PLANT LIFE.” Remember, our motto is “Enjoy: Do Not Destroy." Please be extra careful when trying to get that special wildflower photo that you’re not stepping on and damaging other plants, small wildlife, or soils around the area. Keep in mind that we are often in sensitive areas with thin soil layers where damage easily occurs. Take this into consideration especially on steep hillsides and in wet conditions. We are the lovers of the wildflowers, so we want to make certain that we protect what we care so much about. Also, please help educate others not to pick or dig native plants. Of the wildflowers that remain, we want them to be able to go to seed and reproduce in their natural situations. Remember to walk lightly on the land. 
We had a nice turnout for our May 13th garlic mustard pull at Caesar Creek Gorge State Nature Preserve. We collected 30 trash bags full! We’ve also had several excellent spring field trips even with the rainy weather.
We’ll soon be planning next year’s schedule of events. We’d love to hear about lectures and field trips that you think we should include. Please let me know.
Hope to see you on the trail.

For the Society,

Christine Hadley, President 

General Notes

We welcome visitors and guests. If you’re not already a member, please consider joining the Society. Individual memberships are $12 and family memberships are $20. Not only would we love to add you to our membership, but these modest fees provide our operating budget for the year. Write the check to “Cincinnati Wild Flower Preservation Society” and mail to Randy Johnson, Treasurer, 947 Volterra Lane, Cincinnati, OH 45206. Thank you!
If you would like to receive e-mail reminders of events, write this on your membership form or email bergstein123@gmail.com.
Our Friday evening lectures are held September through February at Avon Woods Nature Center (a Cincinnati city preserve), 4235 Paddock Road, Cincinnati 45229. From the Norwood Lateral (SR #562), drive 0.9 mile south on Paddock to the Avon Woods Park driveway, which is in the middle of the Avon Fields golf course. Turn sharp right onto the drive next to the park sign (on the west side of Paddock) and go to the lodge at the end of the long dark drive. If you’re coming the other way, the driveway is 0.4 mile north of Paddock’s intersection with Reading Road.

The March annual meeting and December holiday potluck are held at The Gathering at Northern Hills, 460 Fleming Road, Cincinnati 45231. Note that the name has changed from Northern Hills Fellowship. This is the same location we have met at for years.
Please remember our motto: "Enjoy: Do Not Destroy." It is up to Society members to set the standard for the rest of the public: respecting all rules at the places we visit, staying on trails when required, and not collecting seeds or plants without permission or permits.

Events

Note: Events identified with ** are sponsored by or with other organizations. 

Remember that all event information is up to date and available on our website, www.cincywildflower.org, with map links to all events. We also have a Facebook page.
---------------- May 2017 -----------------

Saturday, May 13, 9 am–noon: Give Back Day, Garlic Mustard Pull at Caesar Creek Gorge State Nature Preserve, Warren County, Ohio

Join us to pull the invasive garlic mustard plant, which is easy to recognize and yank out of the ground. No experience is necessary. We want to help conserve DNAP's (Ohio Division of Natural Areas and Preserves) limited resources and preserve this lovely area where so much work has already been done on the bush honeysuckle. Bring gloves and enthusiasm. We'll furnish bags. Hope for good weather. Of course, you can relax and take a nice walk after pulling garlic mustard! 

Caesar Creek Gorge is a wonderful preserve of 461 acres with a variety of spring ephemerals. The gorge walls, rising 180 feet above the river, were formed by glacial meltwater, exposing Ordovician limestone and shale rich in fossils. The preserve contains diverse habitat, including floodplain and hillsides heavily wooded with beech, maple, hickory, and oak. 

Note that we will be working at the Caesar Creek GORGE STATE NATURE PRESERVE and NOT the nearby Caesar Creek STATE PARK. Contact Christine Hadley at 513-850-9585 or christinehadley@earthlink.net if you have any questions.

Directions: From I-71, take the Wilmington Road exit (exit 36). Head west onto Wilmington Road (left if you were heading north on I-71). Travel for 1.7 miles on Wilmington Road down the steep hill, into the river valley. At this point, stay on Corwin Road, which follows along the east side of the Little Miami River. (DO NOT turn left, which continues as Wilmington Road and crosses the river). Approaching the town of Oregonia, jog right, then a quick left to stay on Corwin Road, passing where the post office and Hall’s Market used to be. Drive another 3 miles north of Oregonia; the preserve (and parking lot) will be on your right, the east side of the road. Meet in the parking lot.

Saturday, May 20, 10 am: Mt. Airy Forest, Hamilton County, Ohio

Join Dan Boone as he leads us through Mt. Airy Forest, a good example of an oak type forest, in search of the state-endangered buffalo clover (Trifolium reflexum), Scutellaria nervosa, yellow pimpernel (Taenidia integerrima), New Jersey tea (Ceanothus americanus), Virginia spiderwort (Tradescantia virginiana), great yellow woodsorrel (Oxalis grandis) and Wister’s coralroot (Corallorhiza wisteriana). Dan rediscovered the buffalo clover that Dr. E. Lucy Braun had once identified west of Cumminsville.
Contact Christine Hadley at 513-850-9585 or christinehadley@earthlink.net if you have any questions.

Directions: From downtown Cincinnati, take I-75 north to I-74. Take exit 17 off of I-74 for Montana Avenue. Continue onto Putz Drive, which becomes West Fork Road. Continue for about 1 mile on West Fork Road to Shepherd Creek Road. Turn left onto Shepherd Creek Road. In about 0.1 miles, there will be a gravel pull-off on the left where we will meet.
**Saturday, May 20, noon–5 pm: Western Wildlife Corridor Wildflower Festival, Kirby Nature Preserve
A fun, free event where you can shop, hike, and learn about our local forests at the Kirby Nature Center. Vendors will be selling native plants from local nurseries, hand-crafted items, and jewelry. There will be educational displays, activities for children, and displays by local environmental organizations. Pizza and soft drinks will be available, and guides will lead hikes into the surrounding nature preserve. Contact Rebecca at 859-512-1983 to learn more about this event or to inquire about participating. The Kirby Nature Center is located at 2 East Main Street, Addyston, OH 45002.
----------------- June 2017 -----------------

**Sunday, June 4, noon: Potluck Picnic with Northside Greenspace Inc. and CWFPS at Keystone Flora in Wooden Shoe Hollow, Cincinnati, Hamilton County, Ohio

Join us at native plant nursery Keystone Flora, located in historic Wooden Shoe Hollow, whose greenhouses and truck farms once provided fresh produce to urban Cincinnati. There will be informal tours of the nursery, prairie, bioswale, and some of the properties that have been purchased by the native plant conservationists who are slowly colonizing the neighborhood. 

Bring a dish to share. Contact Diana Boyd at 513-921-2250 if you have questions, and Keystone Flora at 513-961-2727 if you get lost.

Directions: From either direction on I-75, take the Mitchell Avenue exit (exit 6). Head north on Mitchell Avenue (left if you were on 75 north; right if you were heading south). Turn left onto Spring Grove Avenue (the first major intersection). Turn right onto Winton Road (at second traffic light). Turn right onto Kings Run (at third traffic light). Turn left onto Winton Ridge (at first intersection). Veer left onto Wooden Shoe Hollow Lane (about 1000 feet from the turn onto Winton Ridge). Follow Wooden Shoe Hollow Lane for 0.3 miles. The lane goes straight, then curves to the right, and goes straight again until it enters a wooded canopy area curving left. As soon as you come out of the trees you’ll see a red mailbox numbered 5081. The address for Keystone Flora is 5081 Wooden Shoe Hollow Lane, Cincinnati, OH 45232.

Saturday, June 24, 10 am: Adams Lake Prairie State Nature Preserve & More, Adams County, Ohio
Dan Boone will lead this field trip to Adams Lake Prairie State Nature Preserve. This sparsely vegetated xeric, or dry, prairie is situated on a highly eroded slope of calcareous Estill Shale surrounded by a second-growth oak-hickory woodland. Red cedar, post oak, and blackjack oak occur sporadically in the prairie opening. We’ll be in search of the feather bells (Stenanthium gramineum), liatris and Allegheny Mound Ants. We will decide where attendees want to venture to further botanize after Adams Lake Prairie. In the 1838 Second Annual Report on the Geological Survey of Ohio, John Locke discusses the great marl deposit forming different types of soil, one passage reading: 
“When it is left in conical mound-like outliers, the marl is often almost barren of trees, and produces some peculiar prarie like plants, as the prarie docks, wild sunﬂowers, scabish, rudbeckias, &c. These places are called ‘bald hills,’ and ‘buffalo beats.’ Several occur within a mile of West Union, in a northerly direction, and would be quite a paradise for the botanist.”
Be sure to pack a lunch and bring a water bottle. Contact Christine Hadley at 513-850-9585 or christinehadley@earthlink.net if you have questions.
Directions: From Cincinnati, take I-275 to OH 32 and go east for about 41 miles. Turn right (south) on OH 247 to West Union. Turn left (east) on OH 125 (Main Street) and travel about 0.5 miles. Turn left onto OH 41 and drive 1.5 miles. Turn left into Adams Lake State Park. Meet in the parking lot at the entrance/sign for Adams Lake State Nature Preserve, which is at the far west end of the park road.
----------------- July 2017 -----------------
Sunday, July 2, 1 pm: Chrys Cook’s Meadow, Dearborn County, Indiana
Chrys Cook has invited the Society to visit her property nearby in Indiana. Expect to see butterfly weed, common milkweed, purple coneflower, grey-headed coneflower, wild bergamot, and more in bloom. Chrys will share her restoration efforts for this property with us.

Everyone should bring binoculars. Warblers, orioles, and buntings all make their appearance, as well as, of course, the butterflies. Whoever has 4-wheel drive is welcome to drive the mile up to the upper meadow. There's a 10-acre lower meadow for those unable to hike to the upper meadow.
Directions: Take I-275 to the west of Cincinnati and take exit 16 for US 50 toward Lawrenceburg/Aurora. Turn left onto US 50 West/E. Eads Parkway. Travel for 6 miles on US 50 (into Aurora) to IN 56 West/Importing Street. Turn left onto IN 56 West. Follow IN 56 as it jogs through Aurora. Travel on IN 56 for 2.3 miles and turn right onto E. Laughery Creek Road. Travel for 0.7 miles. Address on Google Maps is 4286 E. Laughery Creek Rd., Aurora, IN 47001. Park about 0.1 mile before the driveway at the tractor road.
Saturday, July 15, 10:00 am: Big Oaks National Wildlife Refuge, Chelsea Flatwoods Nature Preserve & Charlestown State Park, Jefferson County & Clark County, Indiana
Join Dan Boone as he leads us through Big Oaks National Wildlife Refuge, a good example of Illinoian till plain. We hope to see steeplebush (Spiraea tomentosa), Virginia meadowbeauty

(Rhexia virginica), and Maryland meadowbeauty (Rhexia mariana). From there, we will head to Chelsea Flatwoods in search of mayflower or trailing arbutus (Epigaea repens). Chelsea is interesting because it has both northern and southern species and has a nice, high-quality southern flatwoods including southern red oak. We hope to have time to continue to the cedar glades of Charlestown State Park.
Be sure to pack a lunch and bring a water bottle. RSVP to Christine Hadley at 513-850-9585 or christinehadley@earthlink.net.
Directions: Take I-275 West out of Cincinnati to exit 16 for US Route 50. Follow US Route 50 West for 27 miles to Versailles, Indiana. Turn left onto US Route 421 South. Drive for about 20 miles on US Route 421 South to the main entrance for Big Oaks National Wildlife Refuge. Meet in the parking lot.
----------------- August 2017 -----------------

Saturday, August 5, 10:00 am: Spring Glen & E. Lucy Braun Lynx Prairie Preserve, Adams County, Ohio
Join Paul Knoop as he leads us on a field trip at his Spring Glen Preserve, an Adams County cedar glade. This small, 30-acre property is located next to the celebrated Lynx Prairie. Spring Glen is located down slope from Lynx Prairie in a more moist valley. A small stream, Ellis Run, flows along the southern border and there are numerous springs (seeps) that provide habitat for water-loving plants and animals. During our visit in August the prairie forbs should be putting on a show—black-eyed Susan, prairie coneflower, stiff goldenrod, prairie dock, tall larkspur, liatris species, western sunflower, green milkweed, spider milkweed and many others. If lucky, we will find the leaves of the rare ear-leaved foxglove, or perhaps a box turtle, a hog-nose snake or an eastern fence lizard.  

Dave Kuehner will then lead our field trip at Lynx after we eat lunch. The efforts of E. Lucy Braun toward protecting and preserving Lynx Prairie culminated in it being the first preserve acquired by The Nature Conservancy in Ohio. It is one of the most significant ecological and botanical treasures in the state. We will be visiting there at the optimal time for viewing prairie wildflowers. Dr. Braun referred to it as the "August . . . riot of flower color."
Be sure to pack a lunch and bring a water bottle. Contact Christine Hadley at 513-850-9585 or christinehadley@earthlink.net if you have questions.

Directions: From Cincinnati to Lynx Prairie, take I-275 to OH 32 and drive east for about 41 miles. Turn right (south) on OH 247 to West Union. Turn left (east) on OH 125 (Main Street) and travel about 7 miles toward Lynx. Turn right (south) onto Tulip Road. Drive past the first left (the old entrance to East Liberty Church and Cemetery) and take the second left onto Cline Road. Drive to the end of Cline Road, where you will find a parking lot to the preserve. We’ll meet here.
**August 25–27: Shawnee Weekend Workshop, On the Trail of E. Lucy Braun,

Scioto County, Ohio
Join Midwest Native Plant Society and CWFPS for a weekend of discovery based on the lives and careers of Drs. E. Lucy Braun and her sister, Annette Braun. Their pioneering work focused on the study of forest ecology, botany, geology and entomology, primarily in the Appalachian Mountains and in Adams and Scioto counties, Ohio. While we will be honoring their work, our focus will be to introduce you to the ecosystems that they studied and loved. There will be speakers and guided field trips, led by expert naturalists, to some of the most beautiful areas in Ohio, which will enable us to explore forests and naturally occurring prairie communities in order to gain a full understanding of the role that geology, native plants, and wildlife play within these ecosystems. See details and register at http://midwestnativeplants.org/workshops/.
----------------- September 2017 -----------------

Friday, September 8, 7:30 pm: Members’ Photo Sharing Program, Avon Woods Nature Center

Please bring your photos (on thumb drive or CD) or slides to share with friends. We will have a digital projector and computer, and cookies and coffee, too. Come early, at 6:30 pm, and bring a picnic dinner, if you like. Call Bob Bergstein at 513-477-4438 for computer information and to let him know if you are sharing photos.

Directions: Avon Woods Nature Center is a Cincinnati City Park at 4235 Paddock Road, Cincinnati 45229. From the Norwood Lateral (SR 562), drive 0.9 mile south on Paddock to the Avon Woods Park driveway. Turn sharp right onto the drive next to the park sign (on the west side of Paddock) and go to the lodge at the end of the long dark drive. 
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