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It’s sure to be another fun year. We have several excellent lectures and field trips planned. Dr. Alice Jones will perform her one-woman play, “Sisters of the Mother Forest: A Story of Lucy and Annette Braun” at our special 100-year anniversary celebration event.
The Society’s officers were voted in during this year’s board meeting and are: Jessica Spencer as Secretary, Randy Johnson as Treasurer, Angela Carter as Vice President, and myself as President. I want to especially thank Anita Buck for pulling together another great slate of speakers and for editing our newsletters, and to Bob Bergstein for printing and mailing them and for emailing our event reminders. Many thanks to outgoing board members Diana Boyd, Elizabeth Durrell, and Judy Komorowski. We’re happy to welcome Angela Carter, Jodi Sparks, and Jessica Spencer to the board.
Our field trip leaders for this year will be: Marjie Becus, Jim Bissell, Dan Boone, Anita Buck, Chrys Cook, Denis Conover, Jim Decker, Jason Lewis, Rich McCarty, Joe Moosbrugger, Carol Mundy, Dave Kuehner, Rob Repasky, Susan Sumner, and Wayne Wauligman. Thank you, trip leaders, and thanks to those who help co-lead.
I hope that you’ll come out to help us help the wildflowers at one of our Give Back Days. Our BIG Give Back Day will be at Indian Mound Reserve in Greene County, a beautiful natural area.
Be sure to stop into the Lloyd Library and Museum to see their new exhibition, which the Society partnered on. Wild about Wildflowers: An Exploration of Our Native Plants is open through November 18. Patricia Van Skaik, executive director at the Lloyd; Brian Jorg, with the Cincinnati Zoo, and I were featured on WVXU’s Cincinnati Edition to promote the opening of the Wild about Wildflowers program series. Check out the Lloyd website, www.lloydlibrary.org, for a listing of events. Look for the next issue of Cincinnati’s CityBeat for an article on the exhibit too.
Watch for Meg Hanrahan’s documentary, A Force for Nature: Lucy Braun, to be out in 2018. It’s certain to be exceptional and we’re looking forward to viewing it.
It’s an honor and privilege that in 2017, the Society was able to donate: $500 for Avon Woods Nature Center; $1,000 to Meg Hanrahan to support her documentary, “A Force for Nature: Lucy Braun”; $1,000 to Western Wildlife Corridor for land acquisition; $1,000 to Arc of Appalachia for land acquisition; and a special $5,000 to The Nature Conservancy for land acquisition of Smoky Hollow, in Adams County, in honor of Dr. E. Lucy Braun for our 100-year anniversary. We also raised and donated $2,355 to the Ohio Division of Natural Areas & Preserves from the Ohio Botanical Symposium silent auction.
We’re looking for the story behind our shooting star logo. Let us know if you know about this.
Finally, we were fortunate to partner with the Midwest Native Plant Society, which hosted a weekend event at Shawnee State Park last August. On the Trail of E. Lucy Braun was a wonderful conference, with field trips to locations that Lucy studied and cared a great deal for, along with excellent talks by Chris Bedel, Charley Eiseman, Meg Hanrahan, and Martin McAllister.
Hope to see you on the trail.
For the Society,

Christine Hadley, President 

General Notes

We welcome visitors and guests. If you’re not already a member, please consider joining the Society. Individual memberships are $12; family memberships are $20. Not only would we love to add you to our membership, but these modest fees provide our operating budget for the year. Write the check to “Cincinnati Wild Flower Preservation Society” and mail to Randy Johnson, Treasurer, 947 Volterra Lane, Cincinnati, OH 45206. Thank you!
If you would like to receive e-mail reminders of events, write this on your membership form or email bergstein123@gmail.com.
Most Friday evening lectures are held at Avon Woods Nature Center (a Cincinnati city preserve), 4235 Paddock Road, Cincinnati 45229. From the Norwood Lateral (SR #562), drive 0.9 mile south on Paddock to the Avon Woods Park driveway, which is in the middle of the Avon Fields golf course. Turn sharp right onto the drive next to the park sign (on the west side of Paddock) and go to the lodge at the end of the long dark drive. If you’re coming the other way, the driveway is 0.4 mile north of Paddock’s intersection with Reading Road.

The December and March dinner programs will be held at The Gathering at Northern Hills, 460 Fleming Road, Cincinnati 45231.

Please remember our motto: "Enjoy: Do Not Destroy." It is up to Society members to set the standard for the rest of the public: respecting all rules at the places we visit, staying on trails when required, and not collecting seeds or plants without permission or permits.

Events

Note: Events identified with ** are sponsored by or with other organizations.   
Remember that all event information is up to date and available on our website, www.cincywildflower.org, with map links to all events. We also have a Facebook page.
---------------- September 2017 -----------------

Friday, September 8, 7:30 pm: Members’ Photo Sharing Program, Avon Woods Nature Center

Bring your 12 favorite photos (on a thumb drive or CD) to share with friends. We will have a digital projector and computer, tea, cookies, and coffee, too. Come early, at 6:30 pm, and bring a picnic dinner, if you like. Call Bob Bergstein at 513-477-4438 for computer information. 
** September 9–November 18: Wild about Wildflowers: An Exploration of Our Native Plants, Lloyd Library & Museum, Hamilton County, Ohio

The Lloyd Library and Museum has partnered with the Cincinnati Wild Flower Preservation Society and the Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical Garden on an exhibit to explore our region’s native plants. Details at https://www.lloydlibrary.org/news/Wildflowers.pdf, including several excellent programs. The Lloyd Library & Museum is located at 917 Plum St., Cincinnati, Ohio.    
** Sunday, September 24, 10 am: Great Outdoor Weekend: Enjoy a walk at the Oxbow, Dearborn County, Indiana

This three hour walk is the Society's event in the 14th Annual Great Outdoor Weekend, which includes a wide variety of Nature activities in the Cincinnati area.  See all the events in the brochure at http://meetmeoutdoors.org/greatoutdoorweekend/ .

We will be on the property of Oxbow Inc., a successful conservancy who have purchased and protected the important natural area at the mouth of the Great Miami River (at the Ohio River).

Join hike leaders Wayne Wauligman and Denis Conover for this hands-on program. This is a great place to be in September when the water is low and the vegetation is still profuse. We will see many diverse plants, shore birds, fish, turtles, frogs and more. Wear comfortable shoes; we will be on land but there may be mud. Only 35 minutes from Downtown Cincinnati.
Directions: Google maps says the address is Oxbow Nature Conservancy, 17160-17278 Reardon Dr, Lawrenceburg, IN 47025. Google says the road from Rt 50 is Walnut and the road where you turn right is called Reardon, but these roads may not be marked. 

On the Western side of Cincinnati, take I-275 to exit #16.  At the bottom of the exit turn left (South) onto US Hwy 50. Drive 200 yards and turn left (east) at the edge of the Shell/Subway and go over the levee to where the road T’s with a fence directly in front of you. Turn right and go to the Oxbow entrance sign. Turn left into the Oxbow and the  parking area is immediately on the right; we will meet here and proceed by car down the track toward the river. Contact Bob Bergstein at  513-477-4438 or Bergstein123@gmail.com  if you have questions.
Saturday, September 30, 10 am: Betsch Fen State Nature Preserve, Ross County, Ohio
Join Dan Boone as he leads us through Betsch Fen, a remnant periglacial fen that contains several rare species. When the site was first bought by the Ohio Chapter of the Nature Conservancy, it had filled in with woody vegetation that had almost fully choked out the gentians.

We hope to find lesser fringed gentian (Gentianopsis virgata) and nodding ladies' tresses (Spiranthes cernua) near peak, as well as asters and goldenrods: purple-stemmed aster (Symphyotrichum puniceum), willow-leaved aster (S. praealtum), and Ohio goldenrod (Oligoneuron ohioense). Kalm's lobelia, grass-of-Parnassus, and Canada burnet may still have a few blooming plants.
Be sure to pack rubber boots or shoes that you will not mind getting wet since we will be crossing a creek, thickets, and following deer paths to the open fen meadows. You may want to pack a lunch if you decide to further explore the nearby areas of interest.
Contact Christine Hadley at 513-850-9585 or christinehadley@earthlink.net if you have questions. 

Directions: Take I-71 North out of Cincinnati to exit 65 for US-35/OH-435 toward Washington Court House. Turn right onto Old US-35 and merge right after 0.5 miles to follow US-35 East for 38 miles to OH-104. Turn left onto OH-104 North and continue straight on SR 207 South. Turn left onto US-23 North and drive for 3.4 miles. Turn right onto Blackwater Road and drive for 0.4 miles. Turn right onto Red Bud Road and meet at the end of Red Bud Road.
----------------- October 2017 -----------------

Friday, October 13, 7:30 pm: Lecture Program, Avon Woods Nature Center

The Mycologist: There Is a Bustle in the Hedgerow                

Dr. Nicholas P. Money, Miami University
Nik Money, a mycologist of international renown, besides numerous scholarly publications has written a number of popular science books that celebrate the diversity of the microbial world, including Mr. Bloomfield’s Orchard (2002) and The Amoeba in the Room (2014). Now he has written a novel, The Mycologist, constructed as the diary entries of Bartholomew Leach, Professor of Natural Philosophy at Miami University, a mushroom expert who discovered the theory of Creation by Natural Perfection in the 1850s, but finds, to his great disappointment, that he has been trumped by Charles Darwin and Alfred Russel Wallace. 
Sunday, October 22, 10 am: Curtis Gates Lloyd WMA, Grant County, Kentucky
Join us on our fall color hike, led by Dan Boone, as we partner with the Lloyd Library & Museum in one of the Wild about Wildflowers events. We’ll follow the nature trail through old hardwoods, one of the state’s oldest forest stands, which has some impressive white oak and poplar. Named after the eccentric gentleman who once owned the 365-acre farm, Curtis Gates Lloyd Wildlife Management Area now totals over 1,000 acres, which are 80 percent forested. Curtis Gates Lloyd specialized in mycology, the branch of biology that deals with fungi. He found, and published articles about, more than 1,000 new species of fungi.
Contact Christine Hadley at 513-850-9585 or christinehadley@earthlink.net if you have questions. 

Directions: Located at 230 Gardnersville Rd, Crittenden, KY. Take I-71 South from Cincinnati to exit 166 for KY 491 toward Crittenden. Turn left onto KY 491, E/Violet Road, and drive for 0.3 miles. Turn right onto US 25 S and drive for 1 mile. Turn left onto KY 491 E and drive 0.1 miles to the parking lot, where we will meet.
** Sunday, October 29, 9 am-noon: Give Back Day, Honeysuckle Blitz at Caesar Creek Gorge State Nature Preserve and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Gorge Tail Water Area, Warren County, Ohio
Join the Cincinnati Wild Flower Preservation Society, Cincinnati Wild Ones, state botanist Rick Gardner, state preserve manager Michelle Comer, the Division of Natural Areas and Preserves (DNAP), the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and supporters as we sponsor Ohio’s largest volunteer effort to help remove that invasive alien, bush honeysuckle, from the Caesar Creek Lake Spillway Tail Water area and the Caesar Creek Gorge State Nature Preserve.

Come help your friends and kindred spirits continue the protection of this natural treasure. Caesar Creek Gorge State Nature Preserve was the third property acquired under the newly formed natural areas program in 1972. One of the preserve’s prime features is a gorge formed by glacial meltwaters cutting down through the bedrock. Steep walls formed, rising 180 feet above the river, with more than two miles of Caesar Creek flowing through the gorge. We will be working in the diverse habitat of this preserve area, which features heavily wooded hillsides above the gorge of beech, maple, hickory, oak and a luxuriant herbaceous-flora-covered floodplain. Rare plants occurring here include sweet Indian-plantain, large summer bluets, glade mallow, and Carolina willow. The Cincinnati Wild Ones have been working in these areas for over ten years with a very positive impact to wildflower diversity.

This is going to be a terrific social, educational and work activity, with a great lunch provided. 

Your RSVP would be greatly appreciated. Please contact Christine Hadley at 513-850-9585, or email christinehadley@earthlink.net, for more information, and to tell us where you would like to volunteer.  Chainsaw & steel blade trimmer operators must be pre-registered.
Bring your favorite tools: gloves, pruners, loppers, saws, trimmers, and protective gear for power equipment. We will provide tools and safety equipment to volunteers new to honeysuckle removal. Stump treatment will be furnished.

Directions: Meet at the Gorge parking lot off Clarksville Road. Take I-71 to Wilmington Road (exit 36). Head east on Wilmington Road. Take the first left onto Olive Branch Road (crossing over I-71). Take the first right onto Jeffrey Road. At the first stop sign, take Oregonia Road; jog right and then jog left onto Clarksville Road. Follow across the dam, turn left at the gorge sign, and drive to the parking lot. We’ll meet near the gorge shelter. (Note: if you’re looking at Google Maps, this area is called Caesar Creek Fishing Pier. DO NOT go to the state nature preserve area off Corwin Road.) Look for signs directing you to the event.

----------------- November 2017 -----------------
** Saturday, November 4, 9 am: BIG Give Back Day, Honeysuckle Blitz at Indian Mound Reserve, Greene County, Ohio

Join the Cincinnati Wild Flower Preservation Society, Greene County Parks and Trails, and supporters as we sponsor Ohio’s largest volunteer effort to help remove bush honeysuckle from Indian Mound Reserve. Come help continue the protection of this natural treasure. Indian Mound Reserve is 166 acres of Ohio’s heritage, a sensational natural resource. Significant characteristics include a gorge cut through 425-million-year-old sedimentary rock by the meltwater of the Wisconsin glacier 12,000 years ago. The deep gorge, cool stream, beautiful white cedar, ferns, and hundreds of wildflower species that flourish there make the Massie Creek Gorge a spectacular site. 

Other features of the reserve are a large wetland adjacent to the gorge and the Pollock Works, an earthen enclosure thought to be constructed by the Hopewell Indians over a 400-year period between 100 BCE and 500 CE. In addition to the earthen enclosure, an ancient Adena Indian mound was built between 500 BCE and 100 CE measuring 30–40 feet high and 144 feet in diameter.

We’ll be working in designated areas, selected to enhance visibility of natural features and improve biological diversity, in the gorge along the creek and rock outcroppings, and near the Pollock Works.

This is going to be a terrific social, educational and work activity, with a fine lunch provided, and organized hikes led by some of the state’s best botanists, naturalists, and geologists.

Your RSVP would be greatly appreciated. Please contact Christine Hadley at 513-850-9585, or email christinehadley@earthlink.net, for more information, and to tell us where you would like to volunteer. Also inform us if you are representing a group.

Registration: 8:00–9:00 am

Honeysuckle removal: 9:00 am–noon

Lunch: noon–1:30 pm with camaraderie, presentations, and Q & A

Organized hikes: 1:30–3:00 pm  

Volunteers needed:

· Chainsaw & steel blade trimmer operators (must be pre-registered)

· Crew leaders for honeysuckle removal teams

· Honeysuckle cutters (loppers, non-power equipment)

· Cut stump treatment

· Registration: meet and greet volunteers

· Lunch: set up tables and chairs, minimal food prep

· Couriers: take teams to their worksites

· Botanists/knowledgeable volunteers: help cutters ID plants and mentor students

Bring your favorite tools: gloves, pruners, loppers, saws, trimmers and protective gear for power equipment. We will provide tools and safety equipment to volunteers new to honeysuckle removal. Stump treatment will be furnished.

There will be an area in the log cabin for organizations to set up table displays and literature. Please invite your friends to join in the fun!

Directions: Located at 2750 US Rt. 42 East, Cedarville, OH 45314.Take I-71 north out of Cincinnati to exit 28 for South Lebanon. Head north on OH 48 for 5 miles. Follow US 42 N to and thru Xenia for 28 miles to the Indian Mound Reserve-Peterson Park parking area. (Look for the log house and for signs directing you to the event.) 
Friday, November 10, 7:30 pm: Lecture Program, Avon Woods Nature Center

Exploring All Things Oak                

Sigrid Neilsen, illustrator and botanist
Learn to identify native oaks with this hands-on workshop. Discover some surprising relationships between oaks, man, and civilization, and even sample modern and ancient foods made from oaks and acorns. Sigrid Neilsen is an enthusiastic nature educator and artist who has spent the past year collecting, studying, and drawing oak species for her book Native Oaks of the Greater Midwest. She is also author of the beautifully illustrated Native Asters of Ohio.
Saturday, November 11, 9 am: Give Back Day, Honeysuckle Removal, Hazelwood Botanical Preserve, Hamilton County, Ohio
Join us to help eradicate invasive bush honeysuckle in the preserve. Volunteers need to bring gloves, loppers, and other implements of destruction. Spray bottles with glyphosate will be furnished. Loaner loppers are available if needed. Dress appropriately for the weather. 

The Harris M. Benedict Nature Preserve, aka Hazelwood Botanical Preserve, owned by the University of Cincinnati Department of Biological Sciences, was designated a National Natural Landmark in 1977 by the Department of the Interior for the study of plants and animals in eastern deciduous forests. This preserve, unique for its location and diverse habitat, has a wonderful mature forest. Harris Benedict was chair of the UC Botany Department at the time of his death in 1928, when a streetcar struck his auto. Benedict was E. Lucy Braun’s doctoral advisor. Braun studied Hazelwood.

Many of the mature trees were destroyed by the lethal F4 tornado of April 9, 1999, drastically altering the landscape. Although our members have successfully removed honeysuckle here for 23 years, the honeysuckle experienced a great resurgence after the tornado opened the forest canopy.  

For more information, contact Christine Hadley at 513-850-9585 or email christinehadley@earthlink.net.

Directions: From I-71, take exit 15 (Pfeiffer Road). Drive east for 0.7 miles. Turn left (north) on Deerfield Road for 0.8 miles to the "T". Turn left (west) STILL on Deerfield Road for 0.1 miles. Meet at the Johnson Nature Preserve parking lot on the right. The address is 10840 Deerfield Road, Montgomery, OH 45242. Driving time from downtown Cincinnati is 20 minutes.
Sunday, November 19, 10 am: Warren Wells Preserve, Winton Woods, Hamilton County, Ohio
Susan Sumner will lead us on an off-trail forest hike into a preserve named for beloved local naturalist Warren Wells. We may find salamanders as we cross the creek or puttyroot leaves along the walk.

Contact Christine Hadley at 513-850-9585 or christinehadley@earthlink.net if you have questions.

Directions: From the I-275 exit 39, head south on Winton Road and drive for 3 miles. Turn left onto Lakeview Drive (Winton Woods Harbor entrance). Drive for 1 mile (past the harbor and campground) to the Winton Woods Spring Beauty Dell picnic area on your left, where we will meet.
----------------- December 2017 -----------------

Sunday, December 3, 3:00 pm: Annual Hardy Souls’ Hike, Glenwood Gardens, Hamilton County, Ohio (followed by the holiday potluck and program)

You’re in for a special treat on this year’s Hardy Souls Hike at Glenwood Gardens with our leader, Carol Mundy, who was head naturalist there and will share the history of this lovely park with us. The Mill Creek’s West Fork runs through Glenwood Gardens, a 335-acre park with a 1.0-mile paved trail,  a 1.6-mile Wetland Loop nature trail, formal gardens, prairie, forest, and wetlands.

Contact Christine Hadley at 513-850-9585 or christinehadley@earthlink.net if you have questions.
Directions: From I-75, take exit 14 (Glendale Milford Rd.). Drive west on Glendale Milford Rd. for 2 miles. Glenwood Gardens is next to McDonald’s, where Glendale Milford Rd. intersects Springfield Pike. The address is 10397 Springfield Pike, Cincinnati, OH 45215. Meet in the parking lot.
After the hike, proceed to The Gathering at Northern Hills for wine and appetizers at 5:15 pm and the holiday potluck dinner at 5:45 pm. Bring your favorite dish! If you’d like to be assigned a category —appetizer, entrée, etc.—call Jim Mason at 937-239-5692.

Sunday, December 3, 7:00 pm: Lecture, The Gathering at Northern Hills
What Do Trees Know and Why Does It Matter?
Dr. Tom Kimmerer, Venerable Trees, Inc.
We often think of trees as passive, almost inanimate, objects in our landscape. In fact, trees are  dynamic, responding rapidly to changes in their environment, communicating with other trees, and making decisions about growth. We will talk about how trees do all this and ask the question “do trees think?” This new understanding of trees has important lessons for how we manage trees in the landscape. Tom Kimmerer, chief scientist with Venerable Trees, Inc., has done research and taught tree physiology, forest biology and urban forestry in the United States, Indonesia and Malaysia, and was a faculty member at the University of Kentucky. His list of publications is extensive. 
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